
Our guiding principle was that design is neither an intellectual nor a material affair, but simply 
an integral part of the stuff of life, necessary for everyone in a civilized society. Our ambition 
was to rouse the creative artist from his other-worldliness and to reintegrate him into the 
workaday world of realities and, at the same time, to broaden and humamize the rigid, almost 
exclusively material mind of the businessman. Our conception of the basis unity of all design in 
relation to life was in diametric opposition to that of “art for art’s sake” and the much more 
dangerous philosophy it sprang from, business as an end in itself. 

– Walter G. Gropius: ‘Scope of Total Architecture’, 1943-1955 


